The Song of Protection – Verse 2

Ps 91:1-16 He who dwells in the shelter of the Most High will abide in the shadow of the Almighty. 2 I will say to the LORD, "My refuge and my fortress, my God, in whom I trust." 3 For he will deliver you from the snare of the fowler and from the deadly pestilence. 4 He will cover you with his pinions, and under his wings you will find refuge; his faithfulness is a shield and buckler. 5 You will not fear the terror of the night, nor the arrow that flies by day, 6 nor the pestilence that stalks in darkness, nor the destruction that wastes at noonday. 7 A thousand may fall at your side, ten thousand at your right hand, but it will not come near you. 8 You will only look with your eyes and see the recompense of the wicked. 9 Because you have made the LORD your dwelling place — the Most High, who is my refuge — 10 no evil shall be allowed to befall you, no plague come near your tent. 11 For he will command his angels concerning you to guard you in all your ways. 12 On their hands they will bear you up, lest you strike your foot against a stone. 13 You will tread on the lion and the adder; the young lion and the serpent you will trample underfoot. 14 "Because he holds fast to me in love, I will deliver him; I will protect him, because he knows my name. 15 When he calls to me, I will answer him; I will be with him in trouble; I will rescue him and honor him. 16 With long life I will satisfy him and show him my salvation." ESV

_______________________________________________________________________

We have been considering this great psalm in detail in order that we might fully claim its great promises in our lives.  This is the song of protection, the song of “trouble” that is full of “must-know” promises.  It was later the prophet Hosea who said that God’s people was destroyed for lack of knowledge (Hosea 4:6).  I think sometimes the promises of God are like unclaimed prizes that could have been had for the taking and enjoyed if people would only have realized that they had access and a right to it.  Like the old man who spent his dream cruise eating cheese crackers in his room because he didn’t realize that the great meals in the banquet hall were included in the fare, so are many Christians in their walk with God.  There are great things available to them because they have been born again into heirs of Christ’s kingdom and now are children of God and yet they choose to live in the shadows and the alleys of this world, scrounging and spiritually barely making it when they could be feasting at the King’s table.  God’s promises are sure and in the case of the 91st psalm, I want to ensure that I grasp, remember, and utilize every ounce of these great verses!  You need – or you will need – God’s help and God’s protection in life.  And the 91st psalm is a song that you need to know.

In the last lesson we got only as far as the first eight verses and we will endeavor to look more deeply at the second half of the psalm tonight; we’ll call this “verse 2.”  In viewing the first eight verses we learned much:  that these promises are given with the condition that we must “dwell in the shelter of the Most High and abide in the shadow of the Almighty” which is to say that we must endeavor to live our lives trying to be as close to God as possible.  These promises are not for those who would try to serve God from a distance or try to live life on the spiritual edge!  Furthermore, we must be in a position to say about God, “He’s my God.”  From these two simple conditions, the promises of protection and shelter – even as a mother hen protects her young – flow.  

Before we get into the second half of these great promises, I would draw your attention to the fact that the psalm is written from three different points of view.  Verse 1 and 2 are the testimony of a righteous man, the writer of the psalm and he says “I will say to the Lord.”  Then in verse 3 there is a change from “I” to that of a preacher or prophet’s point of view when he says of God “He will keep you.”  This is a proclamation of God’s goodness through an anointed mouthpiece and he is speaking to you who read it.  He – meaning God – will do these things for you!  And this manner of speaking continues all of the way throughout the psalm and ends with the thirteenth verse.  And then in verse 14 we find the speaker is God speaking directly about you and I, “because he has loved Me, therefore I will deliver him.”  And the last three verses are God speaking directly to you and I about this same subject matter.  Thus there are three different speakers in the psalm, the writer who is a righteous man living for God who has experienced these things for himself, the preacher or the prophet who is under the unction of God’s Spirit proclaiming these things, and then God Himself speaking that they are so.  What a powerful combination this is:  when the preached word can be combined with a personal testimony of what is being preached and then God steps in with a great work and confirms it directly in other people’s lives, that is what a church service is all about!  

In the Laws of Moses under which this was written, though, every word had to be established with three witnesses.  So you and I should take these three different speakers of this psalms as further proof that these promises are absolutely true and ones that can be counted upon because we have a thrice-fold witness of them.  We have the preacher preaching it to us, God telling us directly that this is true, and the saint of God who has lived these out and testifies that they are so.  Somebody believe it!  No matter how “to-good-to-be-true” these promises sound, they are genuine and can be counted on by those who choose to live their life under His great shadow!  

______________________________________________________________________

Without further ado, let us dive into the great promises that await us in the second part of this great song.  The second half begins with:

Ps 91:9 Because you have made the LORD your dwelling place — the Most High, who is my refuge — ESV

The first part is a reiteration of the conditions of the first two verses:  all of these promises are for you “because you have made the Lord your dwelling place.”  It can not be stated enough that these promises are for those who endeavor to draw as near to God as possible and who live in faith trusting in Him.  There is no substitute for such an approach to living for God!  It is beneficial for us to pause and note the full meaning of the term LORD found here and in the first part of the psalm.  These promises are to you not because you have trusted in a god, but because you have made the LORD – Jehovah or Yahweh – your dwelling place.  These are promises given uniquely to the God of the Bible, the God of the Old Testament who became the Savior of the New Testament.  Allah makes no such promises like these to his followers.  Buddha cannot protect nor defend his adherents neither can Krishna or Baal or Asherah or Molech or any one of the thousands of false deities proclaimed in this world’s religious systems.  Only the Lord God, Jehovah God of Israel, Yahweh is truly alive and can respond in real time to the needs of His people.  Oh, there are many who turn away from serving such a living, real God because that God is the God of precise demands and of required obedience and there are many who choose false gods because man-made gods do not require all that much, but a God who is not alive to require anything of you also cannot save you!  A God that reveals itself in a statue that has to be positioned and carried by you cannot come running to your aid in times of distress either.  Truly the God of the Bible is alive and very precise in what He asks, but He is also just as quick to respond to our needs as He is to point out things that need to change.  I wouldn’t want to serve a dead God or a distant God for anything!  There are great promises of protection available to those who will allow a real God to interact and respond to their lives and situations!  

For the last part of verse 9, the ESV has “the Most High who is my refuge” and that is one possible translation of the phrase, but it also has a footnote with an alternate translation that is just as valid, “the Most High who is for you.”  What a wonderful reminder and it is one that needs to reverberate in our minds and ears until we fully fathom it and become convinced of it.  The leper who was cleansed could be healed in a moment of the disease and yet would spend years overcoming the learned behavior of recoiling from others and repressing the learned response of crying “unclean.”  That is, the behavior learned from the years of leprosy took longer to overcome than the disease did to be healed by God.  

So it is with us:  we often spend so many years of our lives having lived outside of God’s promises and with Him being “against us” because of our unrepented and willful sins that once we are forgiven and have had such things washed away, it often takes quite some time to get out of the natural tendency to think that God is “against us.”  When you have been washed in His blood and filled with His Spirit, you have been justified, which is to say that you are in right standing with God.  Then you are no longer against God and He no longer is against you and the distance has been bridged.  Now, God is “for you!”  He is “the Most High who is for you!”  And to claim these promises fully in your life, you must view yourself correctly as God does.  When troubles hit or calamities come or disease threatens, you must not react by going into defensive mode as if you are all by yourself, but rather you must remember and act according to a great truth that you are serving, “The Most High who is for you!”  If you are harboring unforgiveness or bitterness or hidden sin, then He will be set against you until you repent and get it right, but even then, once you have repented, His blood is faithful to forgive us and “cleanseth us from all unrighteousness.”  And then again, “the Most High who is for you” desires to act.  As a child of God we must allow this realization to sink in so that our natural response when trouble hits our life becomes faith and trust in the Most High and not fear of the unknown.  He is “the Most High who is for you!”  Now listen to what He says:  

Ps 91:10 no evil shall be allowed to befall you, no plague come near your tent. ESV

One translation puts it like this:  “no evil will conquer you; no plague will come near your home.” (NLTse)  Living for God doesn’t mean that evil will not come against us nor that we will not have to face the possibility of sickness, but that God will see to it that it will not conquer us and it will not move freely into our lives as it does in the heathen.  

Certainly God is sovereign and certainly sometimes, good things happen to bad people and sometimes bad things happen to good people, but in living for God protection is the rule rather than the exception.  I think back to my wife’s birthday where she shared the road with another lady coming back from celebrating her birthday at the lake and yet one lady was taken and one was spared and is living.  That was no accident but was designed to remind us of God’s protective power over his people.  I think back to the various calls over the past few years in your lives where situations seemed tough and rough and suddenly time after time we get the report, “everything’s alright, it wasn’t as bad as it seems.”  I think back to the tragic events of the World Trade Tower on that fateful September 11th and how horrible the news reports were and yet how in the weeks following we got report after report of how numerous Spirit-filled Pentecostals who worked in that facility were spared by freak things – a couple were very sick, one slept in and was late that day and had never done such a thing, one unexpectedly got called to a meeting away from the office.  Amongst the tales of tragedy and woe were tales of God’s providence and protection for His people and we must never forget that.  In times of tragedy, God’s people shine, either in their protection or in their response to trouble.  Living for God pays off in the end!  And notice that such protection is not just something that happens out of thin air, but we are given a very real reason that we are protected:

Ps 91:11 For he will command his angels concerning you to guard you in all your ways. ESV 

Our protection is not something that is just faith in some sort of systems of fates, but there are very real beings that are charged with our protection.  “For He will command His angels concerning you.”  As another psalm says, “the angel of the Lord encamps round about those that fear Him and delivers them.” (Psalms 34:7)  This is an even greater promise because here we find that “He will command His angels.”  That’s plural, implying more than one angel.  Though it seems to go in and out of fashion to speak of them, angels are real and they are more involved in our lives than we tend to give them credit for.  

Since so many notions about angels that are out there are untrue, let’s do a quick crash course on Biblical angels.  This is Biblical Angels 101; think of it as the cliff notes to the angelic beings:

· There’s no such thing as haloes.

· Some angels, cherubim and seraphim have wings, but there are other angelic creatures that do not.

· There’s no such thing as baby angels or angels growing up to maturity or earning their wings or any other sort of Hollywood nonsense – the same angel Gabriel appeared to Daniel also appeared hundreds of years to Mary and he was not a bit older nor did he have extra wrinkles.  

· People never become angels and you don’t work your way up to angelic things.  Angels are a distinct creation separate from humans and distinct from God.  Angels never marry nor are given in marriage and they never die.  People will never become angels, but when we get a glorified body we will be like Jesus and we will judge angels.  You’re not going to have wings in heaven, nor a halo, nor a harp.  

· Angels are ministering spirits that do the work of God.  Fallen angels – demons – answer to Satan, but good angels answer only to God.  You cannot command an angel to do something because if the angel is a good angel, it will only respond to orders of God.  If you can command an angel to do something and it do something, then it’s the wrong kind!  

· Angels can appear in human form or any other form that God so chooses but they are inherently spirits, not human-like things.

· Angels are very powerful and often called mighty and in the scriptures we see them kill thousands of enemy armies at once, lift up millstones, kill Herod, and do all sorts of great things.

We should never worship angels nor should our focus ever be on angels over the Creator and Commander of the angels.  Worship and serve and keep your focus on the Lord of Hosts rather than becoming dangerously infatuated with the Hosts themselves!  Satan is able to transform himself into appearing as “an angel of light” and so a preoccupation with angels to the point of ignoring God is to set one’s self up for great deception.  Yet, in Pentecostal churches where we endeavor to preach and believe all of scripture, we must not forget that angels are real.  I read where one man said, “in all of my life in attending an Apostolic church, I have never heard a message taught on angels.”  I was in a conference recently where a very solid preacher and teacher mentioned angels and it got quiet and he said, “how come everywhere I go when I mention the gifts of the Spirit, everybody responds and gets excited and yet when I mention angels, everybody gets nervous?”  There are more scriptures that detail the workings of angels than there are gifts of the Spirit.  Both are important, but we cannot let one be a candy stick and treat the other like turnips!  

Angels are real.  And although you cannot command them, there is already a standing order given in this psalm.  The reason that the person who draws close to God and choose to live in the shadow of the Almighty is protected and can know that harm is not going to destroy them is because “He will command His angels concerning you to guard you in all your ways.”  In all your ways – a believer who is living close to God never goes into this world alone.  You have the Spirit of God living within you and you have multiple angels that surround you and keep you and protect you.  Not just at church.  Not just in this sanctuary but in all your ways:  to and from and at your job, at school, at night, at day.  There is a great host of angels here with us even now because they are obedient to the command of the Almighty and when you draw close to Him and choose to abide in His shadow, He will command His angels concerning you.

I believe in angels.  Although every time I make this following statement somebody gets weirded out by it or takes it the wrong way, I’ll yet say it again:  I have on three separate occasions seen angels, all in my childhood.  The first time was in Oil City at about the age of say, seven or eight.  The last two times were in Pearl River between the ages of 11 and say, 13 or 14.  They were always in trying times and all three times were just a quick glimpse that let me know God was with me.  You can call me crazy but I know what I saw.  Angels are real.  

Perhaps we would be like my brother who once when he was babysitting me while my parents were at a conference prayed, “God send your angels to protect us and let them be around this house, but God don’t let us see any of them, because that would scare the bejeebers out of us!”  Amen and Amen.  Yet when I saw the angels I wasn’t afraid, but had a peace come over me.  An old Amy Grant song perhaps says it best:

I’ve got angels watching over me, every move I make

Angels watching over me!

Angels watching over me, every step I take

Angels watching over me!

And the verses go on to talk about the times that God kept her and she didn’t even know it.  A reckless car ran out of gas before it ever came her way; a situation resolved that she never knew threatened her.  Angels taking care of her.  I think one of the greatest surprises in eternity will be when we look back at our lives and realize for the first time just how great and how careful our God took care of us.  When we see what would have happened had we not had Him, we will be astonished and amazed.  I’m not trying to scare you, but trying to inspire you to praise Him fully even if there is nothing that you have seen Him do for you this week!  There has been many a time where He helped you and His angels kept you and you did not even realize it!  When you make up in your mind to serve God as closely as possible, He commands His angels concerning you!  

Now lets read the rest of the promise:

Ps 91:12 On their hands they will bear you up, lest you strike your foot against a stone. ESV

Think of all of the things that I mentioned earlier that angels are strong enough to do:  in the book of Revelation, one angel could throw a rock as big as a millstone in the sea and the tomb stone of Jesus Christ and a whole guard of Roman soldiers were no match for the angels at Christ’s resurrection.  And those same hands that were created so powerful by God are given the assignment of “bearing you up.”  Helping you walk, keeping your footing solid, helping you over stumbling blocks and such.  What a great promise this is!  

We should remember that these verses sound very familiar to us because it is verse 11 and 12 that Satan quoted to Jesus during His temptation.  Satan was trying to get Jesus to have reckless faith and to fling Himself from the temple top and he quoted these passages saying, “do it, the Lord will send his angels to protect you.”  When you go to Matthew 4:6 and read Satan’s quote of these verse, it is important to note that he left out a phrase of the scripture.  When Satan quotes these two verses, he never says “in all your ways” and the lesson is that these promises are tied to “your ways.”  As long as you make your ways, the ways of God and vice versa, the angelic protection goes with you, but if you strike out and make your ways, your own choice and not of Gods, then the angelic protection leaves.  They are under commandment of God and they are to follow you only as long as you are close to Him.  As long as you are submitted to Him and following His ways, then you are under His protection, but when you leave the umbrella of authority and submission to God and His Word, then you step out on your own!  Had Jesus flung Himself from the temple top, He would have been out of the will of God and the angels would not have been there to protect Him.  “How do I know, then, the will of God?”  By staying as close to the Almighty as you can!  If you are in His shadow and submitted to Him, then your ways are His ways and vice versa!  But never forget that the angelic protection of God stops when you distant yourself from Him.  Choose to stay close!

Ps 91:13 You will tread on the lion and the adder; the young lion and the serpent you will trample underfoot. ESV  

We do not go looking for trouble, but when it finds us, there will be a great protection with us because of the angelic protection of God Almighty to His people.  The lion was the fiercest of creatures in the wilds of Israel, the adder the most poisonous snake.  Both represent that the worst possible scenarios were no matches for the great protection afforded by God.  It is interesting that the latter half of the verse uses “lion” and “serpent” both things that are synonymous with Satan in scripture.  He was the serpent in Eden who beguiled Eve and Adam.  He is like a lion seeking whom he may devour (1 Peter 5:8).  Sometimes Christians – particularly new Christians – live their life in fear of the devil and all of this that he might be doing in their lives.  Remember that you have nothing to fear in the devil so long as you remain in the shadow of the Almighty!  At the end of time it takes one unnamed angel that is submitted to God to bind the devil up in chains and cast him in the lake of fire.  And you have angels that are submitted to God around you!  So long as you stay close to God and cling to Him and serve Him and trust in Him, you have nothing to fear from the devil because you will trample him underfoot!  

_____________________________________________________________________

Now the point of view changes and for the remainder of the psalm, God speaks directly to you and I.  Hear what God has to say about all of this!

Ps 91:14 "Because he holds fast to me in love, I will deliver him; I will protect him, because he knows my name. ESV

What great promises God gives here:  I will deliver him; I will protect him!  God will keep us from much trouble, but when it does find us, He will deliver us from it.  Yet we must realize that these great absolutes are surrounded by two “becauses.”  God says, “I will deliver him; I will protect him… because he holds fast to me in love” and “because he knows my name.”  The punctuation is not in the Hebrew so the verse could be divided equally into two parts:  “Because He holds fast to me in love, I will deliver him” and “I will protect him, because he knows my name.  

If you want God to deliver you, then realize that it will be “because you hold fast to me in love.”  Some people do not serve God out of a genuine love for Him, but rather serve Him out of fear.  They fear going to hell; they fear judgment; they fear what might happen to them if they don’t serve God.  That was the Laws of Moses in a nutshell:  it was based upon a fear.  When the commandments were given at Sinai, a trumpet sounded, thunder rolled and lightening bolts struck and the people shrank back in fear.  Such an approach is only good to illuminate how lacking we are compared to God’s holiness.  The reason that the Israelites throughout the Old Testament never could go more than a short time faithful to Jehovah God is because they were living in fear of Him and not love.  When love is not the motivating force in your life, you will eventually fail and turn away from it.  I do not scare people into the altar because I have learned what my dad used to say is true:  “if you scare them to God, you’ll have to keep scaring to keep them there.”  As one writer said, “the commitment born of fear last only as long as the feelings of fear.”  

But view another way!  Jehovah God comes to His people again, this time in the form of a newborn baby lying in a manger!  There is love; there is nurture; there is relationship at this beginning.  See a cross where a man who had been perfect yet dies the most humiliating death.  People are drawn to it.  They are amazed by it.  It is a show of love unlike any other and it signals a better covenant and testament with God!  

Why do you live for God?  Why do you hold fast to God?  It’s good that you do, but we must be able to answer honestly that question?  If you are holding fast to God out of greed because you’re trying to work the system for what’s in it for you, then that will not last and you will not have the deliverance of God as this verse promised.  If you are holding fast to God out of fear of hell or judgment or whatever, then it will not last either.  But if you are holding fast to God because you love Him and you want to willfully lay down your life for Him, then God’s deliverance is for you and with you!  “Because he holds fast to me in love, I will deliver him.”  People come to God for all sorts of reasons, yet we must strive to work to bring them to a place where they fall in love with God and it becomes about relationship with Him over all else.  If they don’t get that, they don’t get entrance into all of the promises of God!  He responds first and foremost to those who love Him!

And also, “I will protect him, because he knows my name.”  When two people begin any meaningful relationship, somewhere in the beginning there must be the exchange of names and then each one begins to consciously associate the traits of that person with their name.  That is, their name and who they are as a being become synonymous to those in relationship to them.  This might be sobering to think about, but God knows your name and He associates certain things with your name because of your actions towards Him.  But for you to really know Him, you must also know His name and begin to do the same.  All of the psalms are Messianic in that all of them point to Jesus Christ who was to come.  He truly is Jehovah become salvation!  He is Yahweh come in flesh!  It is important to realize the truth of the New Testament writer:  “For God has given Him a Name that is above every name, that at the name of Jesus every knee shall bow and every tongue confess.”  Do you fully know the name of your God today?  Do you know the greatest name of God that fully represents all that God has revealed of Himself to you?  It’s Jesus!  That Name is Jesus!  If you do not have that revelation, then know that certain aspects of God’s protection and covenant are lacking in your life.  But if you do have it, use that name!  Use it in prayer!  Use it in hope!  Call on it when you need God to show up and show out!  Whatsoever you do in word or deed, do it all in the name of Jesus!  “I will protect him because He knows my name!”  Jesus Christ truly is Jacob’s ladder that he saw in the dream for Jesus Christ bridges the gap between earth and heaven and angels are present when you have Him in your life!  

Ps 91:15 When he calls to me, I will answer him; I will be with him in trouble; I will rescue him and honor him. ESV  

Hear the bold promises of God wrapped up in three “I will’s!”  When we call on Him in prayer, He promises with “I will answer.”  When we are in trouble – trouble will come to all who live in this imperfect world, but He promises “I will be with him in trouble.”  You’ll never have to trod a path alone if you abide in the shadow of the Almighty!  When you are caught, He promises, “I will rescue him and honor him!”  What the enemy meant for shame will turn out with your having received honor because you held onto the Lord in love and knew His name!  What great promises!  One old writer said, “man is a worm six feet long” and yet never let us forget that while there may be some truth to that, God has promised to honor us and keep us and help us!    

And the psalm ends with this resounding crescendo:

Ps 91:16 With long life I will satisfy him and show him my salvation." ESV  

As we have seen in past studies, the term “long life” carries the idea to the Hebrew mind of “a full life.”  As one writer says, “even if he should have but few years, yet he shall have a long life; for life is to be measured by the life that is in it and not by the length along with which it drags.”  Jesus Christ lived only 34 years but what living took place in those 34 years!  I cannot promise you that you will live to see 120 years are beyond, but I can promise you that if you will choose to live close to God as possible and hold fast to Him in love and submit yourself to Him and trust in Him that you will live life to the fullest!  In the years that you are given, He will satisfy you!  And most importantly God says, I will “show him my salvation.”  To be saved for eternity is the most important thing!  And in the Hebrew the word for “salvation” is yes’ua, which carries the idea of savior and speaks to us of Christ.  Not only will God protect and keep those who live close to Him and abide in His shadow, but they will get a revelation of what it is to love God and to know His Name and that will result in not just protection in time of trouble but one cannot know God in His fullness and serve Him with all of your heart and not have a life satisfied with great blessings!  And one cannot fully know God and serve Him with all of your beings without coming to a great knowledge of Jesus Christ as your redeemer and savior and such is what it’s all about!  

Somebody cling to these great truths today:  your troubles, your adversaries, your situations, your trials are all meant to bring you to a place that you might know Jesus Christ more fully and as the very God of very God!  If that is the end result, then all of the troubles and trials will have been worth it!  

What great promises are found here in this Song of Protection.  I hope that you ever take the 91st psalm with you and that you return to it time and time again.  Every word of it is true and God says it is for you!  Draw close to Him and trust Him completely and may this psalm be what you experience in life!   

